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and wonderfull Herring, taken on 


the 26. day of Nouember 1597. neere vnto 
Drenton ſometime the old and chiefe 
Cittie of the kingdome of 
Norway. 


Hauing on the one fide the pillure of two 


armed men fighting, and on the other moſt 
ſtrange Characters, as in the picture 
is here exprelled, 


Firſt printed in Dutch at Roterdam by Ian van 
Doetecam. And now tranſlatedinto 
Engliſh. 
q Repeat,for the kingdome of God 


is at hand. ; 
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A moſt ſtrange & 


wonderfull Herring taken on the 


26. day of Nouember 1597. neere vnto Drenton, 
ſometime the old and chiefe Cittie of the 
kingdome ot Norway, hauing on the one 
lide the picture ot two armed men 
fighting, & on the other moſt 
ltrange characters: as in 

the picture 13 
expreſled. 


Repent for the kingdome of God is at hand. 


Ne He Lo God of heauen, the moſt 
0 | = righteous and mightie iudge of 
5 tze wozld, neuer intends to inflict 
9 ? plagncs oz pumlhmentes on any 
| Countrep, Cittie, oꝛ nation, but 
rtl it pleaſeth hun of his vn⸗ 

= Iv ſpeakeable mercie, to fozewarne 
fre Ve £ the ſame countrey, cittie, o2nati- 


on thereof, by the mouthes of his Pꝛophets, and other mi- 


niſters of his wozde, oꝛ elſe by his wonderfull ſignes and 
fokens ſhewed in the heauens, the earth, oꝛ other his 
creatures, that thereby the people may be induced to fo2- 
ſake their foꝛmer wickedneſſe, and to learne amendment 
and ne wneſſe ol life, Exampics hereof we hiue in Gene; 
ſis, how manp tokens of bis wꝛath did the Lozdſhew vn- 
to Pharao, befozehis deſtruction in the red ſea? Likewiſe 
befoze Sodome was conſumde with fire from heaven, it 
is wꝛitten that Abraliam had knowledge thereof, and 
intreated the L 02d to ſpare it: but ſuch were the ſinnes of 
that curſcd Cittie, tht his pꝛaptrs could nut pꝛeuaile. A⸗ 


gaine, moꝛe then the ſpace of an hundzed peares beloꝛe the 
2 2 waters 


A tran ge Herring. 


waters dzownd the woꝛlde, had Noah warning to build p 
Arke, and long it was ere hee finiſhed that woꝛke, inſo⸗ 
much that the childꝛen of men made a ſcoꝛne thereof, and 
ſo farre were they from grate, that no warning at all they 
toke thereby. The Miniuttes hauing warning repented 
at the pꝛeaching of Ionas: but Ierulalem was nothing 
moued though Chalk Jeſus himſelle foꝛetold their deſtru⸗ 
ion : foꝛ which cauſe ſozrow came vpon them as vpon a 
woman when the trauelleth. The ſigns and tokens which 
the Loꝛd ſent ouer that Cittie befoꝛe their fall were many 
and maruellous, notwithſtanding they perſilled in their 
ſinnes, and flatfering themſelues in their owne follics, 
made falſe interpꝛetations of thoſe prodigious wonders. 
Steing then that as the Apoſtle ſaith, that whatſocuer is 
witten, is witten fo2 our learning, let all Chiſtians 
take warning hereby, not ie ſtingly to toyne themſclues 
together (as they did in the old woꝛld ) to det ide oꝛ falſely 
to interpꝛet the dꝛeadlull tokens ſent among vs, leſt with 
them of Ieruſalem deſtruction do ſuddenly come vpon vs. 
J haue here to ſhew pou a ſtrange and wonderſull token 
of Gods w2ath figured foꝛth in a ſilly Herring, in which 
(mal fiſh he doth demonſtrate great and dꝛeadlull matters 
as by the picture pou may perteiue:on the one ſide where⸗ 
efpou map plainelp behold the perfect ſhape of two ar- 
med men, the one hauing in his hand a launce, the other a 
ſwoꝛd, cloſe buc kled in their corſlets, with burgancts on 
their heades, ſtanding as it were in their defence, thꝛeat⸗ 
ning and alſapling one another. J know that many will 
giue as ſmall credit hereunto, and as fleightlp eſtecme 
thereof as Pharao did of the fires, ⁊ the Jewes of Chꝛiſts 
miracles - notwithſtanding the Loꝛd hath choſcn the ſo⸗ 
liſh thinges of this wozld to confound the wiſe, and the 
weaketo ouercome the mighty, as he himſelfe hath ex- 
pꝛeſſed in his holy Ooſpell. Moꝛeouer there was toward 
the taile of this Herring the right poꝛtraiture of two 
rods, the ene farre bigger then the other, ſeeming — bee 
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Aſtrange Herring. 

bound together with two ſtrong bandes apece, which 
cuery man mult confeſſe to bee the vndoubted ſigne of 
d2cadſull cozrection 3 actoꝛding as the Pſalmilt ſpeaketh. 
ſaying: Thou thalt bruſe them with a rod of Iron, and 
breake them in peeces like a Potters veſlell, Jn ſcrip⸗ 
ture ſwoꝛd and peſtilence is ſaid to be the ſcourges of the 
Loꝛd:and therefoze that cruel and blody tyꝛant Lau ber⸗ 
jaine did iuſtly call himſelle the ſcourge ol God, by whom 
he cozrectedthe pꝛoud, rebellious and wicked world: bꝛing · 
ing by blody wars mam kingdomes into his ſubiection. 
Il we enter then into due conſideration hereof, and with 
the eyes of grace behold the ſame, we cannot but cenfeſſe, 
that the righteous Loꝛd hath ſent theſe ſignes vnto vs, to 
fozewarne vs of our wickedneſſe, leaſt by the ſharpe co2- 
recting rods of Gods wꝛath wee be moſt iuſtlp puniſhed 
with ſwoꝛd and famine. But now bchold on the other lide 
of this Herring, were flue Characters molt perfedly in- 
grauen, ſome of them vlual, and welknowne among vs at 
this day, others ſtrange and not vnderſtod: but what the 
God of all power and might will giue hereby to be known 
is left to better iudgement, notwithſtanding let vs re⸗ 
member, that as it once pleaſed God by the finger ol his 
power to wꝛite on the wall a heauie ſentence againſt Bal · 
thalar, ſo bath it pleaſed him at this pꝛeſent to wꝛite 
on this Herring vndoubtedly a heaute ſentence againſt 
the ſinnes of this age, thereby to call this dzowſte woꝛlde 
out of the damnable ſleepe of ſinne and wickednes,where- 
in it hath llugged ſo long a time. Then what is he that 
ſe&ing the ſame, and dꝛeading the hot vengeance of the 
Lo2d, will not be infoꝛced with Balthaſar to ſhake and 
tremble at the grieuous iudgements which is therby like⸗ 
ly to bee th:catned: if Balthaſar being a heathen King, 
ſhake ſo ſoze at the handwaiting on the wall, wel may all 
Chꝛiſtians harts ſhake to ſ&, and there withall to conſi⸗ 
der what fearefull ſentence may vpon the Herring be en- 
grauen. When our Sauiour Chꝛiſt did wzite vpon the 
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A ſtrange Herring. 


ground, befoze thoſe that accuſed the woman of adulterte, 
her accuſers were therby ſo confounded in conſcience, that 
fo: very ſhame they ſlipt away ont z7his ſight:how much 
moze then map we be confounded at the ſight 4 interpꝛe⸗ 
tation of theſe ſtrange characters. which the Loꝛd hath 
not wꝛitten on the ground in the duſt of the earth, but in 
the very meat which we ſhould eat, thereby (as it were) 
laping his iudgements in our difhes, at cuery meale to be 
remembꝛed. Foz who is ignoꝛant that among the fiſhes 
of the fea, there is none fo common at our table as the 
Herring. no filth moꝛe vſed in any land,no2 better knowne 
among all ſoꝛts of people: whereby it ts tuſtiy to be gathe- 
red, that the Loꝛd hath ſent it foꝛ a generall warning vn- 
to his people: the Loꝛd grant our heartes may be moued 


thereby. Pozeouer, this Herring was fall foureteene 


inches in length: impoꝛting (as J coniecture) that this 
tudgement thzeatned againſt the wozld fo2 ſmne is an ex- 
traoꝛdinarie and no vſuall iudgement, but ſuch as the eyes 
ol men haue ſeldome oꝛ neuer ſcene : beſides, the markes 
were all of red and bloody colour. The Lo2d fo2 Chꝛiſtes 
fake be merctful vnto vs, t giue vs grace with ſuch repen⸗ 
ting harts to turne from our ſinnes, that he may turne his 
iuſt wꝛath from vs. This Herring among a number cf 
others was taken on the 2 6. dap of Noucmb. 1597. ner 
vnto Drent on, ſometime the ancient and chiele Cittie of 
the kingdome of Norway. And alter it was ſhewen to di⸗ 
uers ol the nobility, magiſtrates of that countrev. The 
poztraiture thereof 4 admonition was firſt pꝛinted in Ro⸗ 
terdam . by Iohn van Doeteci m inthe Dutch tongue, x 
out of the ſame language tranſlated into Engliſh, koꝛ the 
p2ofite and inſtruction of cur countrey people. The Loꝛd 
God Almighty giue vs grace to watch and waite fo2 the 
comming ol the heauenly b2zydegrome, that being decked 
and attired in the true wedding garment of Chaiſtes righ⸗ 
tesufnes, we map enter with him to the heauenly banket, 


there to raigne in his gloꝛious kingdome foz euermoze, 
FINIS. 


Amen. 


"> 
VMC 


\ W N N 


CT NN 


\ 


— 


"< —— 
ä ,, A 


— 2 CIS 
_—— 
= — 

a” — > ”z+ — 
— — - <>” 
p - 
—_— — 
— — 


- 


= — 
— 
— 


* 2 


— 4 / . S 1 = - =2 . 
4 6 7 Ls "LA . 


N WI WL NN 60 i e All 


/ 


Ms 


ch 


eee | 
n 2 


rn ans. — 3 

— n n — r — 
4 % 4% % * 

— DP) Wa CAO ASIN > > VA SS 

* — . r * » 

— D Zo 2 


— — — — — 


1 


ene, 0 


